DAY TRIP TO: COIMBRA
Distance: Vila Nova de Poiares to Coimbra (30km, 36 min drive, one-way)
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WHAT TO EXPECT

University of Coimbra, Joanina Library, Various museums, Paço das Escolas (University courtyard), Monastery of Santa Cruz, Monastery of Santa Clara-a-Velha, Botanical Garden of the University of Coimbra, Roman Aqueduct of São Sebastião (beside the university), Mondego River, Fado music, Medieval streets made of cobblestone, Students wearing the famous Harry Potter capes, Historic cafés, Hilltop viewpoints, Roman ruins (10 minutes outside Coimbra), Azulejo tilework, Riverside parks

BRIEF HISTORY OF COIMBRA 
Coimbra is one of Portugal’s oldest and most historically important cities, with roots that go back even further than the medieval kingdom. In Roman times, the area was known as “Aeminium”, a small but strategically located settlement built along important inland routes. Nearby, the impressive Roman city of Conimbriga became one of the most important urban centers in the region. Although Conimbriga was later abandoned after invasions in the 5th–6th centuries, its mosaics, walls, and ruins remain one of the best-preserved Roman sites in Portugal and show how deeply Roman culture shaped the Coimbra region.
After the Roman period, Coimbra evolved into a key medieval stronghold following the Christian reconquest. It developed along the Mondego River and became a major political and cultural center, even serving as Portugal’s capital for a time during the early formation of the kingdom. Its steep hills, winding streets, and historic monuments still reflect this layered past, where Roman foundations, medieval fortifications, and later royal influence all overlap in one landscape.
The city is also famous for the University of Coimbra, one of the oldest universities in Europe, founded in 1290. Over the centuries, it turned Coimbra into a powerful intellectual hub, where kings, poets, scientists, and political leaders were educated. Student traditions remain a defining feature of the city today, from academic dress to the emotional Fado de Coimbra music, which is still performed in its historic courtyards and streets.
An interesting historical episode connects Coimbra to Figueira da Foz, a coastal town about 43 km away. During the Napoleonic invasions in 1808, students and local volunteers from Coimbra marched to defend Fort Santa Catarina after French forces occupied it. The journey between Coimbra and Figueira da Foz would take roughly 11 hours on foot, a demanding trek that highlights their determination and urgency. Their successful effort to retake the fort became a symbol of courage and patriotism, still remembered as part of Coimbra’s proud student legacy.

QUICK PEEK OF YOUR DAY 

MORNING 
University of Coimbra – University campus, Student in capes, Statues, King’s palace, Museums, Historic chapel, Oldest library, Open courtyard, Scenic view of Coimbra

LUNCH 
OPTION 1 – Cafeteria at the University of Coimbra (so can stay on campus for afternoon activity)
OPTION 2 – Eat at a restaurant or outdoor café on a historic street
OPTION 3 – Eat at a restaurant overlooking the Mondego River 
 
AFTERNOON 
OPTION 1 – Visit the famous university botanical garden, historical centre
OPTION 2 – Visit the historical centre, Roman ruins   
OPTION 3 – Mondego boardwalk, historical centre 

LATE AFTERNOON 
OPTION 1 – Go home to relax
OPTION 2 – Go shopping at a big shopping mall 
OPTION 3 – Go to the best view of Coimbra – Penedo da Saudade

EVENING 
Go to a Fado show at 6pm and then find a restaurant for dinner


PRACTICAL TIPS 

· Dress in layers: Mornings and evenings can be fresh.
· Prepare for summer heat: Bring a water bottle and a hat. Bring a change of clothing in the car.
· Wear comfortable shoes: Coimbra's historic center is built on hills and cobblestone streets.
· Language: English is widely spoken in the historical center.
· Mobility limitations: Expect hills, cobblestone, small sidewalks, small entrances, etc. Tuk-tuks tours are great to visit.
· ⁠Payments: Credit cards are widely accepted; however small vendors request cash.
· ⁠Safety: Wear your purse in front and wallets in front pockets. 
· Stay connected: Bring a phone charger.
· Some of the streets you will need to travel to get to the university will have a steep incline. Don't stress. Coimbra drivers are usually calm and polite.
· On Sundays, many shops are closed.  

IF YOU HAVE MOBILITY ISSUES OR LOVE EXTRA INFO 
For visitors with mobility issues, or for those who prefer a more relaxed way to explore and learn about the city, tuk-tuk tours are a great option and provide both transport and local insights along the way. They can be reserved online ahead of time. Coimbra is very hilly, with cobblestone streets and at places, narrow sidewalks. 




A FEW DAYS BEFORE YOUR TRIP

Prebook tours and services: Coimbra University tour, Tuk-Tuk tours, Free Walking tours, Fado Show 

Tuk-tuk Tours of Coimbra - Tuk-tuk tours in Coimbra provide a comfortable and fun way to explore the city, especially its steep hills and narrow historic streets. With a local driver-guide, visitors can effortlessly reach key highlights such as the University of Coimbra, the old cathedral (Sé Velha). Santa Clara-a-Velha, and panoramic viewpoints along the Mondego River. These tours are ideal for those short on time or seeking a relaxed sightseeing experience while still learning about Coimbra's history, traditions, and daily life. Prices range depending on if it is a short or longer tour, as well as group size.
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Free Waking Tours of Coimbra- Coimbra has many Free Walking Tours available. This is an engaging way for visitors to discover the city's rich history and vibrant academic culture. Led by knowledgeable local guides, these tours explore Coimbra's most iconic landmarks, including the historic University of Coimbra, the medieval streets of the old town, and scenic viewpoints overlooking the Mondego River. Along the way, visitors gain insight into centuries-old traditions, student life, and local legends that bring the city to life. The tours operate on a tip-based system, making them accessible to all and an excellent introduction to Coimbra for first-time visitors.

Famous Fado singing show - Enjoy an evening of Fado, the famous and traditional melancholic Portuguese music, at a local Fado house. Unlike Lisbon Fado, Coimbra’s version is deeply connected to university traditions and is traditionally performed by male singers wearing black academic capes. The music is emotional, poetic, and unforgettable. Reserve your seat here: Fado ao Centro - Located on the street that goes up the hill from the Almedina Arch (Rua de Quebra Costas), this is where most tourists experience fado. Performances start at 6pm, and la about one hour. However, it opens at 10am, so you may show up at any time and check out the CDs, and DVDs, and even chat with musicians. It's also recommended that you book your spot advance. https://fadoaocentro.com/














GUIDE FOR THE DAY

	MORNING PARKING OPTIONS

	OPTION 1

Place "Itália Restaurant" (Coimbra) into your GPS. When you arrive, you will find 3-4 restaurants at this location, situated on the Mondego River. 

Here there is a large parking area and may cost a few euros for the day. 

Request “Bolt” or Uber to pick you up to go to the Universidade de Coimbra (University of Coimbra). This option is the easiest. 

NOTE: When you have done the visit explained below, your day ends on the famous historic street called Rua de Ferreira Borges. To go to your car, it is a very nice “flat” 10–12-minute walk along the Mondego River. 


	
	OPTION 2

Drive to Universidade de Coimbra (University of Coimbra) unless you have scheduled a private tour, then go to the area they say. 

Parking near the university is the trickiest part of your visit. I would suggest using you GPS to get to the university and expect to spend 15-20 minutes searching for a parking spot. I would suggest that you turn onto roads near the university and not expect to get a parking on site. If you park on campus or on the street check to see if you need to pay before leaving your car. You will need patience.


	MORNING 
	Coimbra is a very hilly city. The university sits at the highest point, while the historic downtown stretches downhill toward the river. To avoid exhausting yourself climbing endless staircases and steep cobblestone streets, I have created this itinerary starting at the university and slowly making your way downhill throughout the day. With one full day in Coimbra, you’ll have enough time to visit all the key sites. 
On the grounds of the university, there are many things to see, but some require tickets such as: St. Michael's Chapel - Biblioteca Joanina Library - Sala dos Capelos Grand Hall - Science Museum - Natural History Museum - Clock Tower. People are also free to roam the grounds of the university and courtyard.

I suggest that you pick an option that includes the library. It is best to buy your tickets online in advance to save from standing in line to then find out there are no more tickets for the day you are visiting. 

Note: The ticket office is in a building that is a little hard to find. The best thing to do if you need to buy your tickets at the university is to ask a guard or student to point out where to find the office. Keep in mind that if you buy on that day that you may not get the time slot you want to visit the library (or no times that day). 

The University of Coimbra was founded in 1290 (ablis century and is one of the oldest in Europe and was classified World heritage site by UNESCO. It went through several relocations until moving permanently to Coimbra in 1537. The university is a fully functioning university even today so there will be students on campus.

Here are the places you can visit at the university: 

1.⁠ ⁠St. Michael's Chapel - The doors to this chapel are always closed so you must knock to enter. The chapel
11th century, but its current layout is from the 1500s. Its magnificent pine organ from 1733 is still used Portugal. Gold leaf covers much of Capela de São Miguel, and has brightly painted ceiling. 

2.⁠ ⁠Biblioteca Joanina Library - One of Europe's best surviving Baroque libraries. The doors to the library are always shut to keep the humidity out. Its library, which is recognized as one of the world's finest, dates from that period, and was a gift of King João V, who, thanks to the gold from the colony of Brazil, was one of Europe's richest monarchs. The gold-covered library is filled with 50,000 books and is accessed through a room that was the Academic Prison from 1773 to 1834. To preserve the books from insects, the library has two small colonies of bats, which come out at night.

Note: The library will have specific times due to controlled entry. Only 60 people are allowed in at a time for a 20-minute visit. 

3.⁠ ⁠Sala dos Capelos (Graduates' / Grand Hall) - Inside the old royal palace lies the “grand room”. This very regal looking room used to be the throne room of the royal palace but is now where the university holds its academic ceremonies. It is the only trace of the former royal palace (which was the Throne Room and is decorated with 17th-century portraits of Portugal's kings up to that time.

4.⁠ ⁠Science Museum - One of Coimbra's most beautiful buildings stand across from the Natural History Museum. It's the university's former science lab (one of the world's oldest) and has been turned into a science museum. Built in the 18th century and restored in 2006, it promotes science to visitors of all ages through modern and interactive displays exploring a variety of themes.

5.⁠ ⁠Natural History Museum - This museum displays the university's collection of natural history and scientific instruments. Many of those are considered by the European Physical Society to be among the rarest and most important in Europe, but the highlights are the fossils, minerals, and especially the Skeletons and embalmed animals. There are peacocks, snakes, and a large whale which takes up almost an entire room. Many were brought from expeditions around the Portuguese Empire in Africa, Asia, and Brazil at the end of the 18th century.

6.⁠ ⁠Clock Tower - The university's iconic clock tower is 34 meters (112 feet) tall and was added in the early
1700s. It was used for astronomical observations, which explains its lack of a roof, which is quite rare in similar towers around the world. Visitors are now allowed to head to the top for a view over Coimbra.

7.⁠ ⁠Courtyard - The courtyard is accessed through the 17th-century "Porta Férrea" ("Iron Gate"), which was the gateway to the royal palace. Before you enter, notice the traditional Portuguese cobblestone pavement depicting Minerva, the Roman goddess of wisdom, medicine, commerce, handicrafts, poetry, and the arts. The buildings outside date from the mid-20th century and are colleges and departments that are not open to the public.


	
	OPTION 1
	OPTION 2
	OPTION 3

	LUNCH 
	EAT AT THE UNIVERSITY, SO YOU REMAIN NEAR THE BOTANICAL GARDENS

Machado de Castro National Museum cafeteria located on the university grounds.

There are good-value lunches with a seating area.

	LEAVE THE UNIVERSITY AND FIND A RESTO ON RUA DE QUEBRA COSTAS or RUA DE FERREIRA BORGES (THESE ARE STREETS- USE GPS).

From the university, head on foot towards Rua de Quebra Costas, to get to the famous historic street called Rua de Ferreira Borges. 

There are a variety of restaurants and cafes to choose from for lunch. 

	LEAVE THE UNIVERSITY AND EAT AT A RESTAURANT ON THE MONDEGO WATERFRONT 

Go to your car parked near the university and drive a few minutes to the riverfront. To get there, enter "Itália Restaurant" into your GPS. Once parked, you can do the following:

Walk to the restaurant area and enjoy the Parque Verde do Mondego, the Mondego River view, including a coloured glass walking bridge. This is the Ponte Pedonal Pedro e Ines bridge that allow people to walk over the Mondego River.


	AFTERNOON 
	AFTER LUNCH, VISIT THE UNIVERSITY BOTANICAL GARDEN 

Start the afternoon by visiting the Jardim Botanical da Universidade de Coimbra (Coimbra Botanical Gardens). The gardens are located beside the university, next to the Roman aqueduct.

	AFTER LUNCH, VISIT THE HISTORICAL CENTRE - RUA DE FERREIRA BORGES 

Explore the historic street of Coimbra, Rua de Ferreira Borges. There are many shops, and musicians on this street and all the little streets around. There is also the 12th Century Church of Santa Cruz at the end of the street. Overall, a great place to sit and have a cold beverage, before you must walk back to your car.

	AFTER LUNCH, WALK THE MONDEGO BOARDWALK 

Then, walk along the boardwalk beside the Mondego River 8-10 minutes towards the historical street called, Rua de Ferreira Borges.




	LATE AFTERNOON
	VISIT THE HISTORICAL CENTRE - RUA DE FERREIRA BORGES 

From the botanical garden, head on foot towards Rua de Quebra Costas, to get to the famous historic street called Rua de Ferreira Borges. 

There are a variety of restaurants, cafes, shops, and musicians on this street and all the little streets around. There is also the Church of Santa Cruz at the end of the street. 

After, you will need to walk back to your car.

	VISIT ANCIENT ROMAN RUINS 

Visit the Conimbrigada Roman Ruins.
	VISIT THE HISTORICAL CENTRE - RUA DE FERREIRA BORGES 

Spend the rest of the afternoon enjoying the sites, street musicians, cafes, and shops on Rua de Ferreira Borges and the Church of Santa Cruz located at the end of the street.

After, you will need to walk back to your car.

	EVENING
	OPTION 1
	OPTION 2
	OPTION 3

	
	Go home 
	SHOP - Coimbra Forum (free underground parking). A large shopping mall with a movie theatre.

	1. VISIT BEST VIEW OF COIMBRA - Penedo da Saudade. A quiet scenic spot offers panoramic views over the city and is especially peaceful in the late afternoon.


	
	OPTION 4
	
	

	
	Fado show then dinner 

	
	



ADDITIONNAL INFORMATION 
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HOW TO ENTER THE BOTANICAL GARDEN (A)

Walk down Rua Larga from the university about 2 minutes until you see the arches of the Roman aqueduct. Here you will find the entrance to the garden. You can access the gardens through a gate in the shadow of a 16th-century aqueduct, Coimbra's botanical garden dates to 1772, when it was considered one of the world's best.

The aqueduct is often called "arcos do jardim" ("arches of the garden") and dates from 1570. It's officially named after St. Sebastian and stands on the site of an old Roman aqueduct. It provided water to the upper part of Coimbra and extends for one kilometer.

It continues to be one of the great green spaces where visitors can see plants from all comers of the globe, many of them rare and exotic species. The 13 hectares (32 acres) were donated by Benedictine friars, and it was where students at Coimbra University studied natural history and medicine. 

It's divided into different levels and is decorated with statues from the 19th and 20th centuries, including one by Portugal's greatest sculptor, Soares dos Reis. Meandering paths also lead to a greenhouse from 1859, which was one of the first iron-and-glass structures in the country. 

It is free to visit. It opens every day, from 9am to 8pm from April to September, and from 9am to 5:30pm from October to March. 

PEDRO E INES BRIDGE OVER THE MONDEGO RIVER (B) 

The Pedro e Inês Bridge is a pedestrian and cycle path bridge over the Mondego River, in the Parque Verde do Mondego. It is between the Santa Clara Bridge (upstream) and the Rainha Santa Isabel Bridge (downstream). It was opened in 2006 as part of the Pólis Program and cost 4.9 million euros. 

Note: The Mondego River is approximately 258.3 km long. It is the fifth largest Portuguese river and the only one that is entirely within Portugal.

THREE THINGS TO WATCH FOR WHEN WALKING ON RUA QUEBRA COSTAS (C) 
Rua Quebra Costas is the little street that winds down from the university to the old town 

1 - Look for the Sé Velha (Old Cathedral) - This fortress-like Romanesque cathedral is one of Coimbra’s most impressive monuments. 
2 - For those who love ice-cream, there is a little home-made gelato shop called Gelataria COSI (Translated: Cosi Gelato). It is a must to try their gelato and well worth the walk there!! 
3 - You will walk under the castle archway called, Arco de Almedina, where attackers would be trapped and killed from boiling oil thrown from above.

COIMBRA HISTORIC CENTRE 

 Known as “Baixa,” Coimbra’s downtown area is where you truly experience the city’s charm. Wander through narrow medieval streets, historic staircases, traditional shops, student cafés, hidden courtyards, and hear great street musician.

FAMOUS STREET - RUA DE FERREIRA BORGES
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This FAMOUS historical street was named after Portuguese politician and economist José Ferreira Borges and was the original pathway created when the Romans first arrived around 200BC. It was the first street to be paved with cobble stones. 

When you reach the Momumento a Joaquim Antonio de Aguiar (Statue of Joaquim Antonio de Aguiar) at the Largo da Portagem square you are at the entrance of the Rua de Ferreira Borges.

The square called "Largo da Portagem" where the statue stands, is named after its historical use as an open place to collect tolls, which were levied on goods that arrived in the city from the south. It is a beautifully landscaped square made of white marble and stone, with green areas and flower beds.

The Ferrera Borges Street goes from the Santa Clara Bridge (Mondego River) to the Santa Cruz Church and Town Hall). This street is where visitors can stop in one of the many shops or just admire the pressive architecture. Some of the highlights include the Cafe A Brasileira, and the Briosa Pastry p (Pastelaria Briosa). The actual layout of the street has not undergone any widening or like changes in its existence. Because of this perhaps many mansions and buildings from the 17th and 18th centuries still line the way.

In addition to its historical significance, the square is surrounded by ornate baroque and modern buildings, including the Bank of Portugal (which is not involved in toll collection) and the Astoria Hotel, both designed by architect Adaes Bermudes. In the past, people would travel by train, and upon arrival would go to the bank to get money and then stay at the hotel, before continuing their journey. The square is connected to Coimbra's main street, Caixa de Coimbra, and the pedestrianized Ferreira Borges Street, which is home to numerous commercial stores.

The square is a popular spot for the May festivities where Coimbra University students are celebrated, and when the weather is nice, nearby cafes and patisseries offer outdoor seating. The square is also well-lit at night, providing a charming atmosphere for evening strolls where you will hear musicians playing in the street.

At the other end of the street, there is the 12th Century Church of Santa Cruz that was founded in the 1100s. The inside of this church it is decorated with blue and white azulejo tiles from the 18th century that portray the stories of the discovery of the Holy Cross by Saint Helen and the life of St. Augustine. Here there is the Manueline style tombs belong to the first two kings of Portugal, Afonso Henriques, and his son Sancho I. For a small donation you can also visit the cloister and sacristy. 

COIMBRA FORUM - MODERN SHOPPING CENTRE 

Need something for your trip like a hat, coat, sneakers or groceries. You can shop at Coimbra Forum, a large modern shopping mall in the centre of town. It is located on the left bank of the Mondego River in Coimbra, 10-minute drive from the university. It was officially opened on April 26, 2006. The mall is divided into three floors, consisting of 146 stores, of which 28 are in the restaurant area, which includes a large grocery store called Continente. There are also six cinema rooms and 2500 FREE underground parking spaces. On the 3d floor, where you will find the food court, there is a terrace that offers an amazing view of the city of Coimbra.

CONIMBRIGA ROMAN RUINS LOCATED A SHORT DRIVE FROM COIMBRA 

Visit these amazing ancient Roman ruins, located about a 20-minute drive from Coimbra, but worth the drive! It takes about 2 hours to visit. The ancient city of Conimbriga was the largest Roman settlement in Portugal and is well worth visiting on any tour of the country's central and northern regions. It is classified as a National Monument. Like many archaeological sites, Conimbriga was built in layers. Some of the earliest layers date back to the first Iron Age in the 9th Century B.C. The Romans arrived in the 2nd Century A.D., conquering the Celtic inhabitants, and establishing a city that grew, flourished, and then fell victim to barbarian invasions until Conimbriga's residents fled to nearby Coimbra in 468. Although Conimbriga wasn't the biggest Roman city in Portugal, it's the best preserved. It was classified as a National Monument in 1910. Located in the civil parish of Condeixa-a-Velha e Condeixa-a-Nova, in the municipality of Condeixa-a-Nova, it is situated 2 kilometres (1.2 mi) from the municipal seat and 16 kilometres (9.9 mi) from Coimbra.

The city walls are largely intact, and the mosaic floors and foundations of many houses and public buildings remain. In the baths, you can view the network of stone heating ducts beneath the now-missing floors. Archaeologists estimate that only 10 percent of the city has been excavated, so you're likely to see new discoveries if you return to Conimbriga after a previous visit. The site also has a museum that displays what was found by archaeologists during their excavations. A restaurant/café is in the museum, which also has a g shop. The visitors can use video and photographic cameras. However, in the museum the use of flash, are kind of artificial lighting, and tripods is not allowed.

Directions Condeixa-a-Nova - Get directions

March and October: 10:00 am -07:00pm (last entry at 06:30 pm
November and February: 10:00 am -06:00 pm (last entry at 05:30 pm
Closed: January 1st, Easter Sunday, May 1st, July 24th, December 24th and 25th Price General ticket: €8 Online ticket
Free admission on Sundays and holidays until for all citizens residing in national territory.
Phone: (+351) 239 941 177
Email: geral@mmconimbriga.dgpc.pt
Website: monografico-de-conimbriga

SANTA CRUZ MONASTERY LOCATED AT THE END OF RUA DE FERREIRA BORGES 

When it comes to old religious green spaces, there are few cities richer than Coimbra. The Santa Cruz Park and Monastery is yet another must-see location of this type, perfect for an afternoon stroll and photography lovers. The area is mainly known for two of its gardens, both featuring beautiful small ornamental buildings initially constructed in the 18th century. The first is the Jardim da Manga, located in the back of the Santa Cruz Monastery, and the other one is the Jardim da Sereia, right at the entrance of the park.

Being very near the university, the park is often filled with students, and in the evenings, it used to be a romantic meet up spot for them (not anymore though). One of Coimbra’s most important religious monuments. Founded in the 1100s, the church contains, blue-and-white azulejo tiles, Manueline tombs of Portugal’s first kings, beautiful cloisters, rich religious history. The monastery sits beside Café Santa Cruz, a perfect place to stop for coffee or a drink.

PEDRO AND INES TIMELESS AND TRAGIC LOVE STORY – LINKED TO COIMBRA  
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One of the most famous love stories in Portuguese history is the tragic romance between Inês de Castro and Pedro I of Portugal, a story forever linked to Coimbra. In the 14th century, Pedro, heir to the Portuguese throne, fell deeply in love with Inês, a lady-in-waiting to his wife. Their relationship was passionate but politically dangerous, as Inês’s family had strong ties to Castile, which alarmed the Portuguese court. Despite opposition, Pedro and Inês lived together for years in Coimbra and had several children, building a life of devotion in the royal surroundings of the city.
The court, however, feared that Inês’s influence could threaten the kingdom. In 1355, while Pedro was away, King Afonso IV ordered Inês to be executed in what is now remembered as one of the most tragic acts in Portuguese history. According to legend, she was killed at the nearby Quinta das Lágrimas, a place whose name means “Estate of Tears.” When Pedro learned of her death, he was devastated and revolted against his father, plunging Portugal into a brief civil conflict. The tragedy transformed Coimbra into the emotional heart of the legend, with its gardens, fountains, and palace grounds forever linked to their love story.
Years later, when Pedro became king, he carried out one of the most extraordinary acts of royal mourning in European history. He claimed that he had secretly married Inês before her death, declaring her the rightful Queen of Portugal. He then ordered her body to be exhumed and placed on a throne so that the court would be forced to recognize her as queen and, according to legend, required nobles to swear allegiance by kissing her hand. She was later reburied at the Monastery of Alcobaça, but Coimbra remained central to this love story.
Today, visitors to Coimbra can still walk through the places that evoke this legend: the gardens of Quinta das Lágrimas, the banks of the Mondego River, and the historic quarters where Pedro once lived and ruled. The tale of Pedro and Inês is not just a love story—it is a symbol of passion, betrayal, and devotion so powerful that it became immortalized in Portuguese culture, literature, and memory.
Note: The Gardens of Quinta das Lágrimas are in Coimbra, Portugal, on the left bank of the Mondego River. They surround a historic 18th-century palace that now operates as the luxury Quinta das Lagrimas Hotel. The estate spans over 12 to 18 hectares and is famous for its lush botanical gardens, ancient exotic trees (particularly from Japan), and its strong connection to the tragic Portuguese legend of King Pedro I and Inês de Castro. Key features of the gardens include: 

Fonte das Lágrimas (Fountain of Tears): The legendary site where Inês de Castro was allegedly assassinated in 1355.

Cano dos Amores (Canal of Love): A historic water canal where the lovers supposedly sent love letters to each other.

Red Algae: The rocks near the spring feature a reddish tint, which legend claims is Inês's blood, though it is scientifically explained by the presence of red algae. 

The gardens are open to the public, typically requiring a small entry fee (around €2.50) unless you are a guest of the hotel. 
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